
 

 

Tinicum Township 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

March 26, 2019 
 
Members Present: David Upmalis, MJ Frumin, Joy Von Glueck, Carl Ruthardt, Neil Sullivan 
 

Absent:  John Cole 
 
Call to Order 
 

Public Comment 
 

There were 2 members of the public in attendance, Rich Rosamilia and John Blanchard, however there was no 
public comments to report. 
 

Approval of January 22, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion by MJ Frumin, seconded by Joy Von Glueck 
 

Old Business 
 

Continued discussion of revised fence ordinance.  
Planning Commission recommends approval of revised fence ordinance with the following revisions and 
postpones a motion to approve pending final resolution of fence standards as they apply to flood plain areas. 
It was recommended that we amend the height standard in A(3) to:  “posts shall be allowed to be 1’ higher than 
the actual approved horizontal fence height.”  
It was also recommended that A(4) be amended to remove “…toward any adjacent right-of-way” 
to: “…outward towards adjoining properties.” 
It was also recommended that A(4) should be copied and repeated as B(4) 
 

New Business 
 

Discussion of current septic ordinances and regulations. 
A vibrant discussion of the existing septic ordinances was discussed in order for the commission and the members 
of the public to understand more completely the way the township imposes fees, holds escrows, and takes 
jurisdiction over the installation and maintenance of private septic systems and repairs that is perhaps better 
managed by allowing the Bucks County Board of Health and the certified septic designers to take full charge of 
this process as is common with other municipalities.  The discussion led to questions whether the commission had 
any oversight over Tinicum Townships Ordinance #188.  The conclusion of the discussion is to look at ways to 
improve the process of improving septic system implementation and repairs as well as perhaps find ways to set up 
pumping requirements to maintain septic tanks.  Commission decides to continue this discussion at the next work 
session. 
 

Discussion of current “Critical Recharge” map and its’ impact on our residents. 
Carl did some research on the history of our critical recharge map as it applies to various areas of the township.  
There was a discussion about how the map was developed and what is the criteria that developed it.  It seems that 
most of us at the meeting really had no knowledge of the “science” behind the map.  The discussion also led to 
some understanding of the definition of impervious and perhaps regulations could change that allows for gravel 
driveways, decks etc may be adjusted somehow.  The general consensus is to develop an ordinance that prevents 
some of these issues from going to the Zoning Hearing Board and its relative costs and time wasted.  Carl 
suggested perhaps a modification that exempts all residents prior to the enactment of the ordinance.  The 
discussion will continue at the next work session. 
 

Move to Adjourn 
 

Motion by Neil Sullivan, seconded by Carl Ruthardt 


